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April 2008 Addendum

We Left a Couple of Things OUT of the
Spring Newsletter! (Sorry about that.)

Thank you for your patience with our imperfect newsletter. Here are two reports from
Board members about the big and wonderful projects they are working on.

In addition, the report from our webmaster had a broken hyperlink in it, so we’ve included
the corrected version.

A REPORT FROM S.L.A.A. BOARD MEMBER LIZ D.

Update on progress toward creating an S.L.A.A. Conference-Approved book with the
working title, The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions of Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous.

See page 2 for Liz's report.

INTRODUCTION AND A REPORT FROM NEW S.L.A.A. BOARD MEMBER
RITA H.

Greetings Friends,

My name is Rita H and I am a sex and love addict in Montreal. I learned early that
service was a key component of my sobriety. I was so happy to be sober that I was willing
to do whatever it would take to stay sober. As a result I have not gone a year let alone
month, week or day without serving in some capacity at some level in my 12 Step
programs.

See page 3 for Rita’s report.

WEBSITE NEWS:
A report from the Fellowship-Wide Services Webmaster

Exciting changes have begun on our website! Find out what they are and how you can
help. Find out about important changes to F.W.S. email addresses.

See page 4 for the full report.




Update on progress toward creating an S.L.A.A. Conference-Approved book with
the working title, The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions of Sex and Love Addicts
Anonymous.
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The subcommittee working on this project has focused on two areas since we sent our last
update:

P 1. We continue to solicit sharing sheets from within the Fellowship. These sharing
sheets, along with other items already written within our Fellowship focused on the
steps and traditions, will form the basis of the book. Our goal is to collect at least
150 sharing sheets by the end of this year’s ABM. We are well on our way. To
date, we have 86 sharing sheets. And, there are writing workshops happening in
Chicago and San Francisco, as well as people who are working on sharing sheets
from Montreal Intergroup, New England Intergroup, Greater Delaware Valley
Intergroup, Western Pennsylvania Intergroup, and more. And, the word is out
throughout the Fellowship with advocates of the project in Germany and New
Zealand as well. Please join us by sending your experience strength and hope. Our
goal is to represent a broad group conscience on the experience of the Fellowship
for this book. We can’t do that without you! You can submit electronically by going
to: http://www.slaafws.org/submit1212.

2. We are researching the details necessary to hire a professional/writer editor from
within the Fellowship to synthesize the sharing gathered from the Fellowship. We
plan to bring this item to the Conference this summer for more discussion and
input. If you have any questions about the hiring of a writer, please do not hesitate
to contact us — questions help us consider all angles and complete research to ready
us for what comes next!

To contact us, you can email Jlizcstc@hotmail.com
We look forward to hearing from you and to the completion of this project!

In service,
Liz D.
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New Board Member Introduction-Rita H
And the 12 Concepts Task Force (CTF) Committee

F.W.S. Newsletter, April 2008

Greetings Friends,

My name is Rita H and I am a sex and love addict in Montreal. I have been a
member of the “S” fellowships since January 2000 and of S.L.A.A. since April 2002. My
sobriety date is May 11, 2004. I have been a sober member of AA for 14yrs and RCA for
2yrs.

I was appointed to the BOT on March 5. I have been a member of the BOT Call Squad
since August 2007 and the Board Governance and Nominating Committee (BGNC) since
November 2007. I was chair of the Montreal SLAA/DASA Intergroup from 2003-05 and
delegate in 2003 and 2005. At one time or another I have served as a non-board member
of the BPRC, BFOC-HRC and/or a member of one or more conference committees between
2003-2008.

I learned early that service was a key component of my sobriety. I was so happy to be
sober that I was willing to do whatever it would take to stay sober. As a result I have not
gone a year let alone month, week or day without serving in some capacity at some level
in my 12 Step programs.

Working the 12 Steps saved my life and as a trusted servant for my Intergroup and at the
conference I valued learning how the 12 Traditions could help my relationships in and out
of the program. The blessing has been a deepening of my sobriety. Now as I embrace
service as a Trustee of the Board I have the wonderful opportunity to delve further into the
36 spiritual principles that govern the 12 Step recovery programs as chair of the Concepts
Task Force (CTF) committee.

The CTF is a committee of the BGNC with Rob K. and Bob F. as active members and
Stephen S. and Liz D. as friends. Our first meeting was March 16" and the meeting
schedule is the 2™ and 4" Sundays to prepare for a Fireside Chat at the July ABM 2008. A
past A.A. Class B Trustee (2002-2006), Bob P. from Quebec, has volunteered to be a
resource to this committee.

Some of the items we are investigating in committee is what can the BOT do to begin living
the Concepts as a way of introducing them to the Conference; how and when have other
12 Step fellowships adapted and adopted the Concepts; and what changes would be
necessary to the Charter, Bylaws and Policies as a result.

The Fireside Chat and possibly a Concepts Workshop are informal ways the CTF and BGNC
plan to make the Concepts tangible to the conference this summer. We look forward to
your participation and feedback.

In the spirit of service and sobriety,
Rita.



Website News: A report from the Fellowship-Wide Services Webmaster
F.W.S. Newsletter, April 2008

After all the time spent planning and building, it was exciting to see our new Online Store
go live just as the January 2008 Newsletter was being finalized for release. It has been
rewarding to hear that people are enjoying ordering on the store and to see the
improvements in efficiency at F.W.S. With that major hurdle overcome, it is now time to
begin a new phase in the development of a more useful F.W.S. website.

Much has happened for our Fellowship on the web in the past several months, and more
good things are yet to come. We are working with the Conference Internet Committee and
the Board Public Relations Committee to further the plan of giving the website a new role
for our Fellowship. These are the changes and improvements that will happen soon:

¢ Completely new sections are being developed that will offer practical information
and support to newcomers and members in the program. There will also be areas
for all levels of S.L.A.A. service along with helpful sections for professionals and
the media.

e To bring all this new content together, you will soon see a new navigation bar on
the website with simple labels to quickly get you to the information you need.

e There will be a new area appearing that will greatly improve the way you find
meetings in the U.S. and worldwide. This area will include the many groups that
meet in areas where there is currently no Intergroup. Plans are also being formed
to create a searchable database that will be used by both the office and the
website, meaning every piece of meeting information held by the office will be
accessible online.

e We have completed the new internet tool for Intergroups that will allow those with
limited or no presence on the web to create their own autonomous website.

e We have built a forum that will initially be used for orientation of new Conference
Delegates and for discussion of BMIS items before the Annual Business Meeting in
July. This forum can potentially be a valuable tool in the future for people to share
their experience, strength and hope on a variety of topics in a safe, moderated
setting.

e Work is ongoing in the task of updating and expanding on existing pages of the
website such as Frequently Asked Questions, and our front page, which has
recently received new content that makes our website easier to find in search
engines.

e All the free pamphlets on the website have been revised and corrected and are now
available for download at http://www.SLAAFWS.org/approvedpamphlets. The
contact information and mailing address for F.W.S. have been corrected and the
margins have been fixed so that all pamphlets fold correctly. No changes to actual
content were made.

A Word About Human Resources:

It seems to be a common belief among the Fellowship that somewhere in the world there is
an office full of people who answer phones and e-mails and ship out orders from the online
store, and a dozen or more on a website team who have redesigned F.W.S. on the web.

I'd like to set the record straight on this assumption. Staying within our budget means
that our F.W.S. office is run by one very busy and dedicated Office Manager and one part-
time person. The web team is made up of myself, our Board of Trustees Chair, and our
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Office Manager, when she is able to participate. There are a few willing volunteers, whom I
greatly appreciate, who have worked hard on some of these projects, but frankly, we are
all volunteers and we need more help if our website is to reach its full potential. With all
that said, we are asking you to step up and join us in this gratifying work. It has been
amazing to see this much progress happen with the people and resources we have, but
now we need you in order to continue toward our goals. We are aggressively moving
forward with these plans within our monetary and manpower constraints, but obviously the
more of both we have, the more quickly and efficiently we can get the task done.

Website Needs:
Please see the list of needs below and consider how you might be of assistance.

¢ We invite you to join the Conference Internet Committee (CIC), where you can
contribute in the development of new ideas and participate in the approval of new
web content. Contact Eric G. at eric_g@slaafws.org for more information.

e In order to continue improving the accuracy and completeness of our Find a Meeting
area, we ask that if you know of a group (including those not part of an Intergoup),
telephone meeting, or online meeting that is incorrect or not listed on the website,
please e-mail webteam@slaafws.org and let us know.

e We are in need of volunteers to act as tech support for the Intergroup website
project. You would be trained in how to use Drupal, which is what Intergroups will
use to build their new websites. The sooner we can get people to fill this need, the
sooner we can make this available. Contact webteam@slaafws.org for more
information.

e Our new forum project needs reliable moderators. We cannot offer an S.L.A.A.
forum to anyone if we can’t be sure there are people in place to ensure its safety.
Again, the only thing keeping this from becoming a reality is people to help make it
work.

¢ We need qualified people to join the F.W.S. Web Team. Training in Drupal would be
provided. Tasks include adding submitted recovery events, group and Intergroup
information, and other updates.

e If you are able, consider becoming a Delegate for your Intergroup and go to the
ABM in Florida in July. Topics that directly impact our website and the entire
Fellowship will be discussed and voted on, and every Intergroup possible should be
represented there.

An Important Note About E-mail:

Over time, Fellowship-Wide Services has accumulated many e-mail addresses to be written
to for a variety of subjects and information. This has become a big confusing problem not
just for people sending e-mails, but for the office as well. We have decided to set up new
permanent addresses, and have deleted many outdated and unnecessary ones. To send
an e-mail, please visit www.slaafws.org and go to Contact Us. Be sure to choose the
appropriate link for your question, or your response will be delayed (this also creates extra
work for our staff). Below are the addresses we will be using. If you send to addresses
other than these, your message may not be received.

e General Questions, Media & Professional Relations, and Request Meeting

Information will go to generalinfo@slaafws.org.
e Order Queries will go to store@slaafws.org
o Website Questions and Intergroup Updates will go to webteam@slaafws.org
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We also have an important request. If you would like to include F.W.S. contact e-mail
information from your Intergroup website, please do not display these addresses as links.
Displaying e-mail links allows spammers to send us overwhelming amounts of junk e-mail.
Please display this address instead: http://www.slaafws.org/contact/list. This is a direct
link to the Contact Us page. Thank you.

In Conclusion:

I am very grateful that I get to be of service to the program that saved my marriage and
probably my life. It really is true for me that service is sobering, because it helps to keep
the program on my mind all the time. Keep the communication coming, and send in those
upcoming recovery events, I enjoy getting those ©. I'm really looking forward to seeing all
the things we’re working on get done and be used by people who will benefit from all we're
doing.

In service and gratitude,
Beth S.
F.W.S. Webmaster
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